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This paper is being written to demonstrate in a hands on way how to write a critique or any paper in APA style. First off, APA stands for the American Psychological Association style of writing research papers and other academic works.  In college, most sciences require the use of APA style.  Most art classes (English, creative writing, art history) use the MLA style.  These two styles are similar but have many differences.


The first thing to notice when using APA style is the title page. The header is to the right side of the page and is a very shorten version of the title with the page number. Once that is finished, a running head appears.  The running head is a quirk of APA style.  It only appears on the title page; the words “running head” are in all capital letters, and after the colon, another shorten form of the title appears with regular capitalization. The rest of the title page is standard. The full title is centered in the page and several hard enters down the page. The title is followed by the author’s name and the college or university the paper is being written from. 


Many APA papers require something called an abstract.  This is simply a short synopsis of what appears in the paper. For the purposes of this class, an abstract is not needed.  Of all the elements of APA style, the abstract is the hardest to master.


Moving on to the body of the work, notice that the title of the paper appears in the beginning of the body text.  It again is centered. Once the actual paper begins the formatting returns to standard documenting format. Everything is double spaced with standard indentation. Font size and style is important to remember when writing in APA style.  Only two font styles are approved.  They are Times New Roman, which this paper is written in, and Courier New. Both fonts need to be in 12 point. Never rely on Word to default to either of these fonts or font size. Word will usually default to Times New Roman, but the program may default to 10 or 11 point font instead of 12 point.  Also note that with new versions of Word (Word 2007 or higher); the program does funny things when told to double space.  Oftentimes, it will double-double space between paragraphs.  Make sure this does not happen.

Enough about the formatting, the key to a good critique in APA style is understanding what a critique is. A critique is very simply a criticism of the article being reviewed.  This does not mean the critiquer’s opinion of the article, but the discussion of what worked and did not work for the article. For example, if an article on cell phone safety was reviewed, and the researchers used virtual driving instead of a closed course in an actual car, this would be something to point out as faulty science. The same could be said of a small or unreliable sample. Pointing these faults out instead of personal opinion will garner a better grade across the board.


A few more basics need discussing before closing this paper. When writing formal papers, always avoid first and second person point of view (POV). A careful reading of this paper so far will find not a single use of I or you or any derivative of those points of view.  Avoid these two POVs like the plague. Always use third person POV in this type of work. While avoiding bad POV, also avoid using contractions.  Although Americans speak in contractions, and they can be found in fictional and less stringent works, they need to not appear in formal writing.  Sentence fragments are the bane of good writing. A sentence fragment is a phrase that does not make a full sentence. Usually Word will underline these in green, but never rely solely on grammar or spell check.  They are only as reliable as the writer’s ability.  Lastly, documentation of source is the most important thing in academic writing. Without showing the source of the information, plagiarism will arise. I’m going to now break several rules I said not to break. You must document where you get ideas from. If you are paraphrasing something from an article or another source other than your own imagination, document it.  A direct quote requires documentation and quotation marks.  The next paragraph is going to be an example of how to document sources. Please note the articles referenced are fictional.

The stress relieving qualities of humor are well known. Johnson and Braunbeck (2003) found that watching I Love Lucy reduced suicidal feelings by half. [Sometimes you document the source before the evidence as seen in the previous sentence. Sometimes you document afterwards as in the next sentence.] It seems that exposure to thirty-minute bursts of humor is the best way to relieve stress buildup (Arnzen, 2008). [Noticed that of the two examples, neither was a direct quote like this next section is supposed to be.] “It appears that TV Land may hold the cure for general malaise. The network’s line-up of old sitcoms is like a shot of penicillin for the depressed and stress out,” (Ketchum, 2004, pg. 122).  [And to end it, here are three quick examples of author no date, no author with a date, and no author no date.] Stress is the leading cause of death in the United States (Dearborn, n.d.). The American and Canadian governments report that stress is their number national security concern (North American Government Monitor, 2010). Osama Bin Laden appears to be using stress to tear down the Western way of life (www.wikilies.com, n.d.).


So that’s how to write a critique and in APA style.  The next page is a sample reference page.  You document all works used as references while writing the critique not just the works cited in the critique.
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